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OBJECTIVE:

 The meeting aims to highlight the perspectives of leading clinical
investigators from Latin America, sharing their experiences in the study
and management of hereditary ataxias, and discussing how AGI can
further support clinical trial development in Latin America and the
Caribbean.



OUTLINE

Introduction

History of Hereditary Ataxia Outpatient Clinic (Hospital de 
Clínicas, The Federal University of Paraná)

Hereditary cerebellar ataxias research
 Collaborative studies in hereditary cerebellar ataxias

Future perspectives



INTRODUCTION

Hereditary Ataxias Outpatient Clinic of the Neurology Service 
of the Department of Internal Medicine of the Hospital de 
Clínicas of the Federal University of Paraná (Curitiba, Paraná, 
Brazil):

 The Hereditary Ataxias Outpatient Clinic attends 16 patients per week, 
with:

 Clinical assessment protocols, for autosomal recessive cerebellar ataxias (ARCAs), 
autosomal dominant cerebellar ataxias (SCAs), X-linked and mitochondrial cerebellar ataxias

 Routine MR imaging

 Molecular genetic exams (in collaboration with other national and international centers)

 Symptomatic treatment 

 -Genetic counseling



HISTORY

The Hereditary Ataxias Outpatient Clinic was founded in 1989, at 
the Hospital Clinics of the Federal University of Paraná in the city of 
Curitiba, Paraná, Brazil, with Drs. Walter Olesckho Arruda and Hélio
A. Ghizoni Teive:



HEREDITARY ATAXIAS 
RESEARCH- SCAS:



HEREDITARY ATAXIAS 
RESEARCH – SCA3



HEREDITARY ATAXIAS 
RESEARCH- SCA3

Professor Paula Coutinho´s group and Hélio Teive, 1994
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HEREDITARY ATAXIAS 
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HEREDITARY ATAXIAS 
RESEARCH- SCA27B



FUTURE PERSPECTIVES

Collaborative study with the group of Professor Birgit Schuele 
(Stanford University, California, USA)



FUTURE PERSPECTIVES

 Start in 2026 of a collaborative genome sequencing study with the 
Genetics Laboratory of the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation (FIOCRUZ) in 
Curitiba, Paraná, Brazil

 Maintain and expand collaboration with national and international study 
groups on hereditary ataxias
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